2                 A HISTORY OF THE MARATHA PEOPLE

the first matter for consideration the welfare of the State,
rather than the claims of a prince whose past conduct
shewed his unfitness to cope with the coming danger ? So
deep, however, was the attachment felt by the Maratha
nobles and the ministers to the house of Bhosle, that it was
only with groat reluctance and grave misgivings that they
joined in the plot. Had it been executed with speed and
secrecy it might have succeeded; but the lack of goodwill
in most of the conspirators foredoomed it to failure, In-
stead of at once seizing Sambhaji's person, they \njote a
number of letters to various commanders to inform them
of the queen's decision and to direct them to move their
troops to favourable situations. The late king's secretary,
Balaji Avaji, was ordered to write the letters. IIo rofused;
and he was with difficulty induced to consent 1o his son
Avaji writing them,

Among the letters sent was one to Janardnnpant
Hanmante, Raghunath ITanmanto's brother, who had dis-
tinguished himself in the Carnntic, to move his troops from
Eolhapur and to attack Panhala, Kanhoji Bhadw.ilknr,
the commandant of Ray gad, closed the fort #ntes, ntid a
force of ten thousand men war? collected at Pachnd, tho
village below Raygad, wherein Jijnbai had pnssod several
years. Lastly letters were sent to Bahirji luglc, Homnji
Banki and Hiroji Parzand, the principal officers at Punhala,
calling upon them to seize the prince's person. But by
this time tho news of the plol; bad reached Sambhajfs oara,
Tho common soldiers at Panhala were devoted to tho groat
king's son. At his orders they arrested first tho moswengor
Khandoji Naik, who had carried the letters, and Hum Ingle,
Banki and Iliroji Farzand. Tho prisoners wore confronted
and questioned. They confessed, and wore at once put in
chains. Hiroji Farzand was so fortunate ,as to break from
his cell and escape to Chiplun with a bag of jewelry. Ho
was, however, taken later and again imprisoned. The
others were tried and convicted. Banki was afterwards
thrown from the top of Raygad, Snryaji Kank, a kinsman